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PART IV 
Acts of the Dominion Legislature assented to by the Govorpor -General 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF LAW 

New Delhi, the 18th December 1947 
The following Acts of the Dominion Legislature received the assent of the 
Governor General on the 18th December 1947 and are hereby promulgated for 
general information : 

Aor No . XXXIX OF 1947 
An Act to continue certain special powers conferred on the administration in 
Chief Commissioners Provinces for the better control of the dissemination of 
undesirable mattor. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to continue certain powers conferred on the 
Administration in Chief Commiggioners Provinces for the better control of the 
dissemination of undesirable matter ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows : 

1 . Short title and extent. - ( 1 ) This Act inay be called the Press ( Special 
lowers ) Act, 1947 . 

( 2) It extends to all Chief Commissioners Provinces . 
( 8 ) This Act shall cease to have effect after the 31st December , 1949 . 

2 . Interpretation . - In this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject or context , " document includes gramophone records , sound tracks and 
any other articles on which bounds have been recorded with a view to their 
bubsequent reproduction . 

3 . Delegation of power8 . - ( 1 ) The Provincial Government may by order 
direct that any power which is conferred on it by this Act shall in such circums 
tances and uuder such conditions , if any , as may he specified in the direction , 
be exercised by a District Magistrate or Additional District Magistrate . 

( 2 ) The powers of the Provincial Government, under this Act shall be exercis 
able also by the Chief Commissioner . 

4 . Power to control publications. - The Provincial Government may by order 
in writing addressed to a printer , publisher or editor or generally to all printers , 
publishers or editors or to such class of printers , publishers or editors as may be 
specified therein 

(a ) prohibit or regulate the printing or publication in any document 
or class of documents either absolutely or for a specified period , or in 
a particular issue or issues of a newspaper or periodical, of any matter 

( 1387 ) 
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which tends directly or indirectly to promote feelings of enmity or 
hatred between different classes of His Majesty s subjects ; 

(b ) require that any documenty or olass of docuinents , or any 
matter relating to a particular subject or class of subjects , shall before 
publication be submitted for scrutiny to a specified officer , who may 
after guch scrutiny, if he is satisfied that such document, class of. 
document or matter or any portion thereof is or contains matter of the 
paturo described in clause ( a ), either prohibit its publication or page 

it for publication with such modifications as he may deem necessary . 
6 . Oontrol of documento printed outside the Province . - - The Provincial 
Government may , by general or special order , prohibit or regulate the entry 
into , or sale or distribution or circulation or publication or possession within , the 
Province of any document or class of documents, or of any matter of the nature 
described in clause (a ) of section 4 , printed or made outside the Province . 

6 . Forfeiture of books , newspapers or other documents. — Where in its. 
opinion any newspaper , book or other document, wherever made , contains any 
matter of the nature described in clause (a ) of section 4 , the Provincial Govern , 
ment may , by notification in the official Gazette , declare every copy of the issue 
of such newspaper , or of such book or other document to be forfeited to Hig . 
Majusty , and thereupon any police officer may seize such copies wherever found , 
and any Magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not below tha 
rank of Sub -Inspector to enter upon and search for such copies in any premises 
where any such copy may be or nuy be reusonably expected to be . 

7 . Prevention of publication of unauthorised matter . Where the Provincial 
Governinent has reason to believe that a newspaper , book or other document is 
likely to be published , printed or inade, containing matter of the nature described 
in olause (a ) of section 4 , it muy , by order in writing , prohibit the printing or 
publication of such newspaper , book or document, or allow the publication , 
printing or making of the newspaper, book or document, subject to the publisher , 
printer, or oditor, as the case may be, giving an undertaking in writing that he 
will not publish any such matter. 

8 . Disgomination of Prohibited documents or matter. — (1 ) Whoever circulatea 
or distributes in any manner any document or thing advocating , or calculated to 
further any activity which tends directly or indirectly to promote feelings of 
enmity or hatred among different classes of His Majesty s subjects , or in respect 
of which an order of forfeiture under section 6 is in force shall , unloss he proves 
that he was unaware of the nature of the docuinent or thing, be punishable 
with imprisonment for a terin which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both . 

(2 ) Whoever allows hiş name or address to be used to facilitate transmission 
through the post or otherwise to any person othor than the person for whom 
it purports to be intended of any document or thing of the nature referred to in 
sub -section ( 1 ) shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both . 

( 9 ) Whoever publishes , circulates or repeats in public any matter contained 
in any newspaper , book or other document in respect of which any order of 
forfeiture or prohibition has been made under this Act shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years , or with fipe, or with 
both . 

9 . Powers in respect of contravention of Ordons . — Where in the opinion of 
the Provincial Government any person has contravened an order under section 
4 , section 5 or section 7 or an undertaking given by him under section 7 , the 
Provincial Government may, without prejudice to any other penalty to which 
such person may be liable ; by order prohibit , either absolutely or for a specified 
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period , the publication by hin or on his behalf of any newspaper, periodical, 
leaflet or other document, and may order thc seizure of all copies of the publica 
tion in respect of which the contravention has occurred and of any printing 
pross or other instrument or apparatus used in the production of the publication ; 
and the Provincial Governinent may by order declare forfeited to His Majesty 
any article so seized . 
10 . Penalties .-- Whoever -- 

( a ) contravenes any provision of this Act or of any order made 
thereunder or any direction or undertaking given or condition imposed 
under this Act , or 

(b ) interferes with or obstructs the compliance with such provi 
sion , order , direction , undertaking or condition by the person con 
cerned , or 

( ) obstructs the lawful exercise of any power conferred by or 

under this Act, 
shall, if no express provision is made by this Act for the punishment of such 
contruvention or interference or obstruction , be punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to three years , or with fine, or with both . 

11 . Attempt and abetment .-- Whoever attempts to commit , or abets , or 
attempts to abet, or does any act preparatory to the commission of, any offence 
punishable under this Act shall be deemed to have committed that offence , 

12 . search . - ( 1 ) The power to issue searrh warrants conferred by section 08 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure , 1898 (V of 1898 ), shall be deemed to include 
I power to issue warrants authorising 

(a ) the sarch of any place in which any Mugistrute mentioned in 
that section bas renson to believe that any offcnice punishable under this 
Act bus been , is being or is about to be committed or that preparation 
for the coinznission of any auch offence is being made ; 

(b ) the seizure in or on any place searched under clause ( a ) of 
anything which the officer executing the warrant has ruason to believe 
is being or has been or is intended to be used for any purpose men 
tioned in that clause . 


( 8) Any police officer authorised by general or special order in writing of the 
District Magistrate or of the Superintondent of Police may gearch or cause to be 
searched any person whom he has reason to believe or suspects to be in possess 
ion of or carrying any docurnent or other thing the possession , cirqulution or dis 
tribution of which is punishable under this Act , and may seize and detain any 
such document or thing found on such person . 

( 3 ) The provisions of the said Code shall, so far as may he, apply to searches 
made, and to the disposal of any property seized , under this section . 

13 . Offences to be cognizablo . - Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 ( V of 1898 ), any offence punishable under this 
Act shall be cognizable . 

14 . Jurisdiction bartod . Every declaration of forfeiture purporting to be 
made under this Act sball , ag against all persone, be conclusive evidence that 
the forfeiture therein referred to bas taken place , and no proceeding or order 
purporting to be taken or made under this Act shall be called in question by 
any Court , and no civil or criminal proceeding shall be instituted against any 
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person for anything done or in good faith intended to be done under this Act 
or against any porson for uny loss or dainage caused to or in respect of any 
property whereof possession has been taken under this Act. 

16 . Effect of orders , etc ., inconsistent with other laws.--.. Any order nade , 
and any other action taken , under this Act shall llave effect notwithstanding 
anything inconsistent ther with contuined in any other law or in any instrument 
having effect by virtue of any other law . 

16 . Amendment of Act XXIII of 1931. - In its application to the Chief 
Commissioners Provinces , the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1991, 
shall have effect as if in sub -section (1) of section 4 thereof, after clause (b ), the 
following word and clause had been inserted , namely : 

" or 
(bb ) are caloulated to instigate the commission of, or the publica 
tion of which constitutes , an offence punishable under the Press ( Special 

Powers) Act, 1947. " 
17 . Repeal of Ordinance X of 1947 .- - The Press (Special Powers ) (No. 2) 
Ordinance 1947 , is hereby repealed . 


Aor No. XL OF 1947 
An Act to amend the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, 1947 
WHABHAS it is expedient to amend the Foreign Exchange Rogulation 
Aot , 1947 (VII of 1947), for the purpose hereinafter appearing ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows : 

1. Short title . — This Act may be called the Foreign Exchange Rogulation 
(Amendment ) Act , 1947 . 

2 . Amendment of section 8 , Act VI of 1947.- To sub - section ( 1 ) of 
seotion 8 of the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act , 1947 , the following Explanation 
shall be added , and shall be deemed always to have been added , namely : 

" Explanation . — The bringing or sending into any port or place in British 
India of any such artiole as aforesaid intended to be taken out of British India 
without being removed from the ship or convcjance in whioh it is being carried shallı 
nonethelesa be deemed to be a bringing , or as the case may be sending , into British . 
India of that artiolo for the purposes of this section ." 


Aor No . XLI OF 1947 
An Aot further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923 
WAFREAS it is expedient further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping 
Act , 1928 (XXI of 1923 ), for the purposes hereinafter appearing ; 

It is hereby enacted as followe : 

1 . Short title . — This Act may be called the Indian Merchant Shipping 
(Amendment) Act , 1947 . 

2 . Insertion of new sections in Act XXI of 1928 . - - After section 289 of the 
Indian Merchant Shipping Act , 1923 , the following sections shall be inserted , 
namely : 

" 289A . Power to teatrict transfer of ships . - ( 1) No person Blall 
transfer or acquire any . ship registered in any port of registry in India , or 
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uny shure or interest therein , without the previoiie approval of the Central 
Government. 

( 2 ) If any person contravenos by of the provisions of sub - section 
( 1) , he shall be punisumblo with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years or with fine or with hoth . 

( 3 ) Any transaction olluted in contravention of the provisions of sub 
section ( 1) slal ho voil and mentorceable , 

289B . Power tu rosliict 170 /es of reyisliy of ships. - - Notwithstand 
ng anything contained in suctiun Tis of the Merchant Sluipping Act , 18194 
(57 & 58 Vict ., 01 ), no application mude , whether belore or after the 
coming into operation of this section , lil the transfer of the registry of so 
ship from u ļort of regiilud. in Turları ton port of registry outside India shall 
be granted except withi Alle previous 17 poroval sf the Contru Government, 
and the Contra ) (toveriment way, if it cooninirdaugas terussary or expedient su 
to do for the purpose of comburving like trength of Tudiun registered mer 
chant shipping , refuse to give its apprva ) to any such transfer . 

289C . Power to crempl ships from provisions of this Act and the 
Merchant Shippiny 1845 . Nolwithstanding unothing contained in this Act, 
or the Merchant Shipping Acols, to rentral Virvarnicnt may, upon much 
conditions , it my, is it tunk Gli 10 urpose, Axompt wily ship from 
any specified requirement Contained in , or presoribed in pursuance of, this 
Aot or the Marrihant Sleipping Artists , or disp . uso with tihe observance of any 
Buch roquirement , in tia casp of Ally ship if it is gatjafied thyt that require 
mont lins heel substantially compliect with or that compliance with the 
requireinent; is unnurzaar in this ciretristances of the case ." 

3 . Repeal and saving. - - ( I ) The Indian Merchant Shipping (Restriction of 
Registry ) Ordinanco , 1947 (XXVII of 1947 ), is horehy rapealed . 

( 2 ) Anything one or my action taken in exercise of uny power conferred by 
or under the saint Ordinanra shall be deenied to have been done or taken in 
exorciso of the powers coutaired by or under this Act 19 if this Art had com 
monced on the 318ti day of October , 1947 . 


Act No. XLII Or 1947 
An Act to give effect to the supplementary financial proposals of the Central 

Government for the year ending on the 31st day of March , 1948 . 
WABREAS it is expedient to iniposo an export cluty on cotton cloth and yarn , 
and to amend the Cotton Textiles Fund Ordinance , 1944 (XXXIV of 1944 ) ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows : 

1. Short title and extent .- (1) This Act way he called tho Indian Finance 
(Supplementary ) Acl , 1947 . 

( 2) It extends to all the Provinces of Indin 

2 . Addition to Second Schedule Act XXXII of 1934 . In the Second 
Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act , 1991 (XXXII of 1934 ), after Item No . 5 , 
the following items shall be insertod : -- 
" 0 . Cloth of my description manufactured either Annas four per 

wholly froin rotton or purtly from cotion square yd . 
and partly from any oller substance and con 
taining not less than ten per centum of 
cotton by weight. 
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7. Yarn of any description manufactured eithor Annas six per 

wholly from cotton or partly from cotton 1b . " 
and partly from any other substance and 
containing not less than ten per centum of 

cotton by weight. 
3 . Amondment of Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1944 .-- For section 4 of the 
Cotton Textiles Fund Ordinance, 1944 . the following section shall be substi 
tuted , namely : 

4 . Government s contribution to the Fund . — The Central Government 

may from time to time muke such contributions to the Fund as 
it thinks fit. " 


S . A . LAL 
Such to the Govt . of India . 
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